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1HE NEWS THIS MOKNING.

Fonriay.—Mannel Fernandez, s Cuban agent, was
pentenved to three years' fmprisonment in Hayti,
——— The Porte was willing to entortisin the Ans
trian sehome of reform, == It was reported that
Prince Bismarck and the Vatican wore coming to
torms, == Sefor Sagasta protested against wdue
intorfercuee in eloctions. =——— Vietor Hugo nuil
Lounis Blane were among the nominations for the
French Senate, made by the Council-General of the
Beiue.

Dosrenic.—In Congresa yestorday the Houss failed
to paas the Universal Amnesty bill by a vote of 182
to 97, not two-thirds; Mr, Blaine tried to get in lns
amendment, but could not; o discussion took place
on preduipiion of pablic Junds in the South, without
result; Mr. White of Kentueky offered o resolution
to cut down ull salaries over 1,500; Mr. Mor-
rison's resolution of inquiry into  all expond-
ftures was passed. == In the State Legisluiure
progreas was winde on the Masquersde bill; bills
wero oflered to reduce saluries in New-Yurk and
Brooklyn. == The number of fallures in 1875
waa 7,740, the average linhilities being less thun last
year. = State lusurance Superintendent Chap-
wan bas resigned. === Thirteen distillers of Chi-
cago, reprosenting the largest houses in thoe city,
pleaded guiliy to conspiracy.

Criry axn Supursax.—Plymonth Church pro-
tested againat the chiurches of Dia. Storrs and Bud-
ington taking part in the Mutnal Conneil; and the
negotistions were broken off.  Mr, Beccher defonded
the conrse of his churoh, =——= The strck jury
panel was exhanstod in the smaller Tweed swit, and
after challenges only ten  jurors were Jeft,
The provecution asks for talesmen, -
Beveral Alderinen expressed fuvorable opiulons of
Allan Cawnpbell as, Commissioner of Public Works,
and his continnation is expocted. =——= A block of
planicg mills and wood-workingahops in Jersey City
was bumed, with a loss of $78,600. = Gold,
112%, 112%, 113, Goll value of the legal-tender
dollar at the viose, 881 cents,

Tur Wearnur,—The Government report pre-
dicts clondy aud cold weather. ——= In tlus city
yeaterday the day was cold bat genuraily boght;
thermouoter, 18+, 2004,

289,

From the opinions expressed by some of the
Aldermen, it appears probable that they will
not object to Mr, Campbell as Commissiover of
Public Works. Indecd they ean hardly afford
to add to the mistakes they have made in this
matter,

———

Thirteen of the great diztillers of Chicago
baving pleadod guilty, another victory is scored
for Secretary Brstow in his whisky war. Six
pew iudictments at Milwankee indicate the
further progress of the campnign, This is
wore profitable work than making ll:‘l't'(.'“?*.

The complications in the lmsiness of pro-
enring struck juries in the Tweed sunits are
making it somewhat ridiculous. By various
processes the selection Liad  been whittled
down to twelve men, but that exhansted the
panel, and when My, Field exercised his nght
of challenging two of the twelve, there re-
mained nothing but the awkward expedient of
summoning talesmen. Of course this process
will open the way to further objections aud
delays, gratifying ouly to the defense.

———a—

Rather u dull session of the Massachusetts
Legislature is in prospect. As our Boston cor-
respondence indicates, there is great need for
retrenchiment in State expenditures ; the Gov-
ernor has pointed out the wider leaks; the
Btate has a heavy debt; but there are few if

any of the legislators desirous of reform who
have suflicient energy to force it. Whether
the good-natured, easy-going set of gentlemen
assembled in the State House fairly represent
the spirit of earnest economy that fills the
land, may well be doubted.

s

™he Mutnal Couneil business is at a dend
lock, and thers is little probability now that
the body will be convened at all.  Whether
the obstacle that Plymouth Church placed
im the way of acceptancoe by Drs. Storrs
and Dudington was  meant for thut purpose,
will perhaps be the new topic of popular de-
bate. The Adyisory Council has more chanee
than the Mutual of coming into existener, and
less of handling the more interesting questions

ot issue.
.8

The Amnesty bill failling on a close voto to
obtain the requirite two-thirds mojority, and
Mr. Blaine having made a motiowr to recon-
gider, and then withdrawn it, the whole
measure is poshed nside.  Doth sides will
brenthe easier, while they connt their sears and
make ready for another contest, Meanwhile
the Honse will have time to consider the Cen-
tenninl bill, which is of far more practical -

portance ab the present moment.
————

Some of the suggestions in the annual re-
port of the State Board of Clarities are very
good; there will T generad ajproval of the
proposed mode of dealing with tramps—to
wake them work if they aro physically eapa-
ble. The part of the rveport which concerns
the pauper children on Randall's Island s
more likely to meet diviled opinion. The
chief points maile are that there was Tl
management on the Island ;  that the women
in charge of the childien were of a desgded
cluss; that ophihalnia and other unelenanly
diseases were vife. Henee is argued the ex-

heads it. A man of such charming character
that the United States Senate and the Alabama
Logislatare have made it the subject of in-
vestigation and analysis. Powell Clayton of
Arkansas comes next, and he needs ouly nam-
ing. Then there is 8. B, Packard of Lonisiana
_that's a name with a prononneed flavor; and
Wm. . Kemble of Pennsylvania, the author
of * Addition, division, and silence;” and J. J.
Patterson of South Caroling, whose boast is
that Le takes nothing except what Le pays for,
not even his seat in the Senate. And toen
there are —but these are enough. If the
right-minded men who were 8o earnestly
invited should fall in and send delegates to

Cincinnati, would they chooso a candi-
date  to  please  the men  who invited
them, or would they put such men

again in places of such importance? 1In a
word, i% it to be a Convention of the Republivan
party, or a Convention of disreputable adven-
turers and worthless barroom politicians, who
have been using the machinery of a great
party for their private ends1

AMERICAN ELOQUENCE.

Who =tid that the art of omtory in Amerien
was dying out? Nothing is wanting but a
great oceaston to fill the halls of Congress
with eloguence sueh  as Domosthenes never
aspived  to  and  Chatham  never imagined.
There hos been a great oceasion all this week,

into a storm of exeitement, not perhaps over
any prineiple of polities, or any important
measure of  practieal legislation, but by the
wannfactire of issnes for the next Presidential
ecamipaign and  the determination  of  rival
partisans  to  damaze one another’s  per-
sonal fortunes ot whatever cost fo  the
happiness aml peace of the eountry. If ele-
quence is what Cicero enlled i, copione loguens
sapientia, the great debate has surely been a

pedieney of the act removing all the children
from the Island and distributing them among |
other chazitable institutions. Dot it does not
clearly appear that a roform of the Tshind
wanagement might not have met the need
without starting anether class of questions less
vasily set at rest,

THE REPURLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION.

Untisiul importanee seems to have been at-
tached to the decision of the Republican Na-
tional Counmittes  edéneerning  the time  and
place of the Convention for nominating  the
candidites for President aud Viee-President.
The choiee of place has Leen held to be of |
most importance, but mueli significance has
been given also to the selection of the day. |
How much there is in all this talk about the
effect of the action of the Committee upon the
prospects of the several aspirants to the I'resi-
deney, it is not easy to say, The mannging
politicians are sharp—proverbinlly so—they see,
or think they see, a great deal further into the
millstone  of politiea  than  the average
outsider, and possilly they may be vight in
the estimate they put upon the importanee of
the Committee’s decision. Dut it is possible
too that they are over-sharp; that they see
more than actoally exists in the sitastion;
that they greatly overestimate the advantages
on the one humd and the disadvantages on the
other, which the choice of any of the places
which were named or the fixing of & particular
day might entail.  All aeeonnts agree that the
chiof consideration in the winds of the Coin-
mittee in making the decision was the effect
it would have upon the prospeets of eertain
candudites, and that, though it did not appear
in ieir arguments, was no doubt nppermost
in the minds of the gentlomen who presented
the claims and the advantages of the several
eities which coveted the honor and the profit
of havivg the Convention. Cinelnnati having
Leen aereed upon as the place, and the 14th
of Jitue as the time, it is cluimed that a point
has been gained azainst Blaine or any Eastern
candilate, and one seorcd for some Western
candidute, though there appears to be sme
ditfercace of opinion as to the individusl. It
may be Morton, or Bristow, or Washbuarne, or
—who knows I—possibly  Grant, or even Johin
A. Logan. And we presmme there are those
who will think it prowotes the ehanees of Gov,
Hayes of Ohio,

There may be, we say, s good deal in this,
We grant that if the Convention were to be held
within a week or fortnight, the place of hold-
ing it, the influences that wight be hronght to
bear upon it, and the effeet of numbers anid
neighiborhood upon the minds of delegates who
Iiad not become fixed in their preferences or
committed by pledges, would be very likely to
sway its action.  Bat more than four months
are to intervene before the Convention as-
gembles.  Much time must elapse before the
tirst delegates are chosen, in
wession, with candidates in each branch and in
the LCabinet who are eager to do something to

Congicss s

to help themselves or  hurt  some  ong
elee. These men  are  restless  and  un-
easy. They make Congress so. No o one
an  tell  what  sudden  and  unexpected

wisdom they may break out with, or what
fata! Wunders they may commit, These com-
ing four months are crammed full of explosive
possibilities, and with o many self-conseions
little people ranning  around and  drawing
matches or ereating friction, no one ean tell
how soon we mway hear @ groat noise and see
the remaing of several eandidates of great
promise in the air, The results of the *‘ great
“dehate® just elosed—so graphically deseiilied
by Mr. Morrison, who said, * Whenever
“wiey speak we get the best of them ; whenever
“we spenk they get the best of us"—indicate
very clearly the dangers  ahead.  Neither
party ecan keep still, and neither can move
without doing  itself dunage. A few more
s epeat debates” woulil e very likely to thin
out the list of candidates. In these four
months then there is the possibility of mor-
tality smong eandidates, aud a very strong
probability besides of such a erystallization of

public sentiment in the severnl States that the |

delegates who go to Cincinnati will be im-
pervious to the influences of neighborhiood or
the cluwor of packed galleries and  noisy
lobhies.

The call for the Convention is as gmooth
and beautiful as the gong of a sirew, and as
vutiving as the spider's invitation to the fly
to nmesist at & Kettledrum. It recommends
that everybody be invited, “without re-
“gard to  past  political differences  or
“ previous party difliculties,” and talks about
promoting friendly feeling and permanent
harmony ; of “the continued prosecution and
“punishment of all official dishonesty ;" of “an
“ geonomical "—not however a * continned
economical—* administration of the Govern-
“ment by konest, faithful and capable officers ;"
of reforms in government, preserving the
national credit, and maintaining the common
school system. Ouo all these points the call is
ns voolng as a sucking dove ; so delightfully
inuocent that we wonder who the new people
ure who have just tuken up politics. We look
ut the signatures., Their names—ah! their
names! They have a familiar look. No need to

| affirs,

yomarkable ilustration of the part cloguence
<till plays in the vamagement of our natwnal
sendall, Blaine, Cox, and il have
poured forth wisdom with such vich aned flnent
speech that the world stares at them with al-
wiving surprise. It was perhaps on Thursday
that the display of stateswanship reachod Qs
cubination of splendor.  Great thoughts el
e great phrases  resonnded  from  noon till
dinner tinte, The Leen shafts of refined sative,
polistied as o mirror, cutling as a Lkuife, flew
from side to mide, and there was such a co-
ruseation of wit that the cumbor seemed 1o
sparkle with light and the gallories were thiz-
Aed and bewildered, Whether Mr. Blaine or

| Mr, Cox deserve the palin for the highest sort

aof eloquence we are at o Joss to detoriine,
Let us enll a few spocimens from each, anil
leave the decision to our readers.

My, DBlaine ealled upon Messrs.  Canlfield
and Harrson (who were not taking part in the
debate) to stand up and answer certain qres-
tions he should put them; but their replies
were not satisfuctory, and this is what fol-
lowed :

ar. Canlfisld=The gentleman hina seen Mt to eall on me
for wmy i notiy i Begnrd to the treatmont of  prisoners
at Camp Dingglas. Fdo not wish Bl G singepuene, from
yoi, ot 1 ftly sequlesos in wiat e s walid—=
I o Bt wiie s od 1 The

upb.nzy

alne (it

i fristn Gieorets or myselfl

aniue quartors ad Bave exacily the seme aeeoi
tions ne tho Ilinois troops bl had who et Camp
Ihnglas 1

Mr Canlfledd=-My memory on that potnt docs not seeve
[THN
[(Afr, Bloine (irondeally) Ot [Laughter.]

-

- . . . . . .

sMr. Harrison—You asked me a gnestion and 1 have
nnswered 1L

Mr. Blaine—No, the gentleman hoa pot an wered the

| question at all, bt has gones mto long rigmarole not

pone bt the poind ot jssoe. [Langhter.]

sy Harrison—Thn pentleman has asked 3 question.
My milence woudld e oai nokuowlvdguent that by was
right.

e, Biaine—1 asked the geatloman whother he knew of
erueltios at Camp Pongas,

My, Harrison—No, 8ie§ bil—

Mr, Bladoe—Enougl s that s enough now. T will iear
Lise genteiman oo this sido of Loe Hlouse, (rom Lhal neigh

[ T

Mr. Jones of Kentucky, who deserilied him-
aelf e “a friend of the gentleman  from
“ Maine,”™ wodestly offered, in respose to Mr,
Blaine's general invitation, to give his ex-
perienee as a prisener during the war, aml
was canght up in this astouishing manner

Mr. Bladre—Tn what fort )

M Jutien—1 will tell you it you will allow me time,

st Blatne=Tell 1o in what fort you were,

My, Jonew—1 was not apri uf war,

My, IRlatne (contemptnonsly) 0L [Langhter.]

The liberality with which Mr. Dlaine seat-
tered  contemntuons exclamations  about  the
was  certainly amazing,  Mr. Hill

i

cluymbir

saenge Mree Hill ventared aneother word, and
Mr. Blaine (sull contenptuonsly)  ejaenlated
“Oh my!? He asked Mro Hill & question,
and this charming littde passage at arms oc-
enrred :

sy, HIR=\1H yon allow ma to anawer?

Me. Blalne— Yes; did that relate to spies

Mre 10 (ropentingi— Wil you allow me to auswoer 1

Mr. Binine—Nu, X, [ will not.

And it was shortly followed by this wem-
orable enconnter of wits:

My, BN (mang)=WHL the gontlewan allow mo oun
word |

Mr. Blaine~Not & wonl,

My, B (sneeringly =0k T

Perhaps it was as well 3 for when My, 16
did snecesd in getiing  in an answer  to one
of Mr. Bluine's questions, he was met by the
rejoinder (*f contempiuons " agnin, ns the re-
porter ig careful to observe), * That is palter-
“ing in o donkle sense ;" and 5o Mre, Hill was
sent zhiout Lis business,

The coutempt, however, was not confined to
one side. Mr. Cox of New-York was also full
ol that sentiment. At an carlier stage of the
debate he had been gharp, Lumorous, and
Lighly effective ; but on Thursday his con-
tempt entirely overcame him. There was no
room in his hesom for awy other fecling

then o profound  and  illimitable  con-
tempt.  He wae fauiely sour  with at,
Metaphorieally  speaking, he soared  over

the angry erowd and cast upon it glances that
might have withered Ben Butler, In the tlesh
we ean imagine him reclining on the small of
his back, with legs thrust far under the desk,
hands exploring the bottom of his poekets, and
the peenlinr curve which indicates the most
sickening sort of disgust sharply detined at
the corners of his nose. The report before us
does full justice to the weighty and wilty re-
marks with which this great man epiced the
flow of a debate in which he seorned to take
further part. “Mr. Cox (contemptuously)—Go
“on with your talk.” *“Mr. Cox (in an under-
“ tone)—That is good reasoning ! *“Mr, Cox—
“ (tood for Hill!" * Mr. Cox—0Oh, Blaine, dry
“ np!ﬂ

Mp. Cox (luterruptivgl—The honorable hyena from

Hune—
Mr. Blaina—I am not to bo Interrupted,

repeat the list. George E. Spencer of Alabama

Mr. Cox (a8 If correeting blmself) —I eay the honorabls
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The Honse of Representatives las been Lished |

K
Ay, Canitiohl-Tn what the gentloman from Malne has
nanl
Mr. Blalte (shoeringly)—Oh!
- - . - - - . - -
sy, Ilaine - Wil you state whethee the prisoners whao |

eame frum Fort Dooglas did not ocetipy siul share the |
da- |

tricd to edge in o wond ol explanation, and [
Mr, Bladne ericd (eontemptuonsiy) “OL non- |
|

—

gentleman from Malne interrupted mo five times the
other day, and ! let him come in.
Mr. Blaino—Yes; but the gentleman from Pennaylva-

uln (Mr, Handall) has notifiod me that [ caunok have my

tuno extended.
Mr. Cox (ferocloualy)—Well, bellow away—you aré @

hyena.

Here Mr. Cox brought his labors for the day
to u close. We have not yet seen the report
of the proceedings in The Congressional Record,
It i= unfortunately the practice of honorable
gentlemen to submit their remarks before pnb-
lication to guch severe revision that a speech
in Lhe Record may be supposed to represent
not what a Congressman did say, but what he
wishes he had said, or what he would have
sqid if he had thonght of it. We doubt
therefore  if a  full, true, aud particular
acconnt of this model dobate will be found by
the future historian of American eloguenen in
the officin] publications of Congress. Luckily
however for posterity, the press reporters at
the Capitol aro conscions of the duties which
devolve npon them as impartial chroniclers,
If we have done anything on our part to pre-
serve the political and literary gems which a
reckless reviser would throw away we shall
feel that we have not lived altogother in vain.

OLD NEW-YORK,

New-York las good causo to thank Mr. John
Austin Stevens for the eareful and elaborale
paper in which he has reviewed the history of
our city during the hundred years now draw-
Ling to a close. The address was prepared for
the New-York Historieal Socicty, nnd we made
brief mention of it when it was read, m part,
at a recent meeting of that association. We

, 1876.—TRIPLE SHEET.

|]-rinl it to-day in full. Our readers will find
in it o vast amount of useful aml curions
information not aceessible 1 any other publi-
cation, It is the fruit of patient and acite |
researeh which few ean  appreciate  except
those who have undertaken  similar Libors, |
Here every principal feature in the life of

the metropolis is traead to its origing and we

have @ pieture not only of the material eity of |
a hundred years ago, the erooked httle trading
port extending only from the Battery to
Readde=st,, but of the beginning of all the en-
torprises whicti havo made it vich and fanons, [
The buildings of the colonial and revolution-
ary period have alimost sl disippeared, There
pomain only Sam Frauneess tavern on Broad-
&t the Walton  house on  Pearlst.,  the
Hall of Becords (how few of those who pass
it every day are aware that it was s jail dur-
fng the British oceupation), St Paul's Chapel,
the Midile Duteli Chngeh, the Methodist Chareh
in Jolin-st,, s w few others, most of them
already doomed to speedy destoetion. When
they shall have been leveled with the |
the obliteration of the brick amd mortar monu-
ments of old New-York will be complete, and !
our sole visible mementos of the ancient te

will be in the names of certain streets, aml the
praves in the city climrchyar 's,

Those however who Inild the fonndations of
the commerce of Noew-York ereeted o monn-
ment which we trist will be even grmnder and
wore stable o century hence than it s to-day,
How the beaver and the fonr-barre! found place
ot the coat-of-arms of the l'il}' + how the fiest l
shnp which displayed the stars and  stripes
in the Pacifie Ocean aailed from New-York on
Woashington’s bivthday in 1754, and fonnded
onr Chinn tea-trade 3 how  the transatlantie
packet serviee was built up and developed
how the banking bosiness of New-York was
begin, oud in what s small and primitive
way the great fire and  marine  inserance
jnterests were  established—these and  many
thines which belong to the more recent history
of the eontury will be fonnd in Mr. Stevens's
aibibress, and it is perhaps in this part of his
work thiat he has made the most extensive
contribitions to the history of our loeal affuirs,

Tho manners amd customs of coloutal times
often been  skotehied, and Mr. Stevens
formal attempt to do again what
Ao well before him. In the |
business-like  story

ave

ks

m e
otners have dong
coutse of his plain and
Lowever we catch pleasant glimpses of the
wocind Nife nod amusements of onr great-graml-

|
|
|
]
|
|
|
!
} parenits. Young Lulies so far forget the wrongs
|
f
|
|

of their country that they stroll with the otli-
vers of Guorge 1L along the “chnreh walk”
in front of Trinity burying ground, aond gal-
lant soldiers complain m the local Gozette of
diwagrecable to

the men who make themselves
the  fair  sex by monopolizing  the  seats
in  that rustie  retreat.  There are theat-
vioal eotertainments by the army of oecupation,
aind i spite of the stoppage of commwree, the
creat five, and the general depression of !In-!
war peshod, there must have beon a geeat dial
of private hospitality, for New-York was fa- l
wons from an voly  period for Javish living |
and great dinners with *dozading display of
| silver plate” There were pleasure gurdens
[ on the North Biver aml Broadway, and ther |
was mnch fine eompany on SUHNICE CVeRings
at Vaushall, which stretehed along the water
front from Witrren-st. to Chambers.  The mer-
| chants, the shipmasiers, the town gossips met
| ransact bnsiness ns well

at eoffee-houses o

hear  the  news,  amd  in doll times
(here  was  preat  compladnt that  gen-
temen  who  availed  themselves  of  the
many  convenivnees  of  these useful in-

stitutions did not always eall for a cnp of
eoffie or a gliss of wine for the gowd of

the bonse.  Leaders of  fushion,—the  Kem-
Wles, Hoffmans, Setons,  Ludlows,  Consta-
B, Van  Hornes,—aml  men ol muk in

publie life,~the Livingstons, Jays, Morrises,
Lewises, Verplimels, Duanes—were freguenters
of the clubs, which cven in the lust century
were famous for the lusury of their appoini-
ments, the excellenee of their cuisine, and the
wit, learning, sociability, and  gowd  breeding
whieh distizznished their rennions,

We hesr much of the changes which time
hias wroeght in New-York society ; but it may
be doubted if the well-to-do gentlemen of
1876 are more extravagant than the gallants
of that time—already  becoming legendary—
which immedintely preceded and followed the
Revolation; and making due allowanee for the
fnerense of population and the multiplication
of amusements, it may be doubted also whether
the general ehavacteristics of onr gocial inter-
conrse have been materially modified, Cer-
tainly there bus been no change in the spirit of
our people. The same censeless activity, the
same quick perception of wercantile chiances,
the same far-reaching entorprise which made
New-York the commercial metropolis of the
wew world, distinguish its mhabitants to-day
wind are likely to keep the city always in the
van of Awerican progress,

THE BUSINESS OUTLOOK,

The annual trade civenlar of the Commercial
Ageney of Dun, Barlow & Co. of this city, re-
viewing the business results of 1875, as seen
from their point of view, and showing the
total amount of failures of the year, is pub-
lished- to-day. The number of farlures is
reported a8 7,740;  the total liabilities
£201,000,000, At first sight this appears to
be a disconrnging statoment of the conditions

under which the business of the country is

carried on. Never befure in the history of
American commercial life were there 7,740
failures in ome year. In the duk days of
1857 there were only 4,032, In 1861, when
the war disarranged everything, there were
only 6,993, The statement for 1875 cer-
taiuly looks bad. Dut to any one capable of
tuming the eye away from the storm just
past and the clouds still lingering overhead,
to the brightening horizon, the figures are
suggestive and full of hope. They should be
studied in eonjunetion with other figures and
facts. And first it would be well to look at
the record of failures since 1857. It is as
follows (the reports for 1862, 1563, 1864,
and 1865 being for the Northern States only):

Year, Number,  Amount, | Yesr, Number.  Amonnt.
1507, 44008 201,750,000 | 1a67..2,750  BOGG64,000
8.4 93,740,000 | 1365 I 3,004,000
ek 000 7oA
THRUT, 00 -
207,210,006 B
PRIl SR
TN P RN
! R,A70,000 _ 150,200,
15005 D 17,625,000 | 1875..7,740 201,000,000
1506, 1,505 03,783,000

It is a fact well established, and perfectly
familiar to every commercial observer, that
the fury of a panie is directed first at the large
banks, business houses, aml mannfactories.
The year after its ocenrrence, and the year
following that, the smaller houses feel the
presanrs of the times, and such as are too
doeply in debt begin to go down. The annual
number of fuilures continues very large, but
the average lialnlitiea are very much smaller.
The reaction reaches the laboring classes lust
of all. Looking at the record above, the truth
is seen to be illustrated. The faileres in 1857
were 4,932 in the next year, 4,225; the year
after the still large number of 3,013, But the
average labilities, which in 1857 were £59,000,
were in 1558 only 22,000, and in 1859 only
#17,000, The same prmciple is visible in the

| averazes for 1861 and the two following yeurs,

which were in 1861, $29,000; in 1562 and
18623, $16,000, The regetion of 1861 did not
produee its natural fiuit in o sustained number |
of failures for a year or two following, for the |
reason that an extraordinary cause interposed,
the war, with its vast increase of the enrrency
and enormoeus expenditures of money by the
nation, and every Stute, county, city, and
town. Dut eliminating the effeet produced by
inflation and an abundanee of active eapital,
the natural tendeney of a business reaction is
aeen in the figores given for the three years
last cited. Now take the last three years, In
1573, the number of failures waeg 5,183; in
1874, it was more, namely, 5,8830; in 1875,
more still, 7,740, But now see the averages,
In 1573, the average lHabilities were $4.4,000;
in 1874, $26,000; in 1575, $25,000, Iu
other words, the wave of business depression
lis passeld beyond the great houses, and is now
exhansting ita foree on those of more limtel
capital, a symptom unvarying and infallible
of the beginning of better days,

From these statisties alone it i3 evident that |
an immediate improvement, however subdued,
can rensonably be expected in the tendency of
affuirs in the commercial world, It could have
beon wished that Mr. Wyman, the statistician
of Dun, Barlow & Cots Agency, had devoted
more sltention in the Ageney’s present eiren-
tar to this featnre of the business situntion,

I The  cirenlar, however, dealing simply  with

the immedigte past, confines itself mors ex-
clusively to that and its leasons, leaving the
causes Tor hope i the future to others, These
may be brietly alladed to. One reason of the
great number of failores in 1874 and 1875 is
undoubtedly the systematie retrenchment  that
hus taken place in publie and private expendi-
tures.  ‘This retrenchment in most lines of
business and in provate life sinee 1573 has
wow been earvied about ns far as it is likely to
go, and the volume of trade of the conntry
onght now steadily to inerease, The sales of
the present Winter in this eity indieate that
the Jowest limit of contraction of business has
substantially been reached.

Then the erops of the year were extremely
izood, and the demand for them abroasd exeel-
lent, Everybody knows the stimulus to buosi-
ness 1l over the country that this invariably
brings.  The lwge exportation of products of
the soil sinee the war Las been one means of
emibling businesa to settle back to a peace
bi<is fur more gradually and safely thao it
atherwise would have done.  The market there
has bein for the great staple ¢rops of the
South, for example, has enabled that section
of the eountry to begin buying extensively
wenin. Then there is a whisper of hope to
the eotton goods trade in the inereasing for-
cien demand,  Within six moenths a sade of
Ameriean eotton gods has begun in Eogland
amd Continental  Europe, o market never be-
fure open to them.  Enthusiastic merchants in
this eity declare that ** the problem of an over-
o gtocked market is solved.” The telegrums
of Mr. Hathaway, Treasnrer of the Dorder
City Mills in Fall River, from England, where
he was sent by the Fall River manufacturers
to study the question of sending goods o En-
gland, nre very satislactory ; and  the reports
and orders from Germany still more o,

The general redoction of publie expendi-
tures, the approach of the Centennial Exposi-
tion, with its silver promises of activity, the
inereasing trade with Canada, and the possi- |
bility of some renewed railroad  constrnetion
this Sumaoer, are all encouraging.  Azninst
the reasons for believing that the brighter,
better days of full confidenee and  general
activity will be brought by the eoming Spring
and Summer, there are only to be urged the
uneertainty that always prevaals just before
the parties are organized for a Presidential
campuign, and the possibility of a foreign
war., The reader can judge for himself how
slight these reasons are.

INERRIETY IN ENGLANID,

11 an Enelish trsveler sojourning in an Ameri-
can town shounld be informed that within a
short periol o dozen of policemen had beea
censured or cashicred for drunkenness, we can
imagine what memorandi damaging to our char-
acter for sobriety he would make, and what a (lg-
are the whole country would eut in his * Travels”
when published.  We do not propose to attempt
any disparaging deductions from wihat b hap-
pened in Grimshy, England, o town in which
most of the constabulary scem to be aflicted
by oinomania, First, there was Policeman
Sparrow, tined five shillings * for missing lus
“points and being drook.” Then there was
Policeman Mills, who “left s beat prema-
“tarely,” and  was “found  lying  drunk
“and undressed in his bed;” then Sergeant
Allbones (a dry name), who made a tipsy ex-
Libition of Limself “in the doorway of the
“ Glowcester Arms;”? then Police Constable
Clark, *“found mad drunk on his bedroom
“ flpor, his wife endeavoring to control him.”
Some of these offenders were fined 5,
and some 10s; some were “suspended
sfor a week;” and some merely *admon-
“ighed.” Sparrow, who appeared before the
committee *“in an unwashed and rutlled
“ gtate, and who was sent home to put
o hunself more in harmony with ofticial neat-
“pness and decorum,” was lucky evough to

escape with five shillings. Our oateological
friend Allbones did mot receive even  repri-
mand, One town councilor loudly expressed
his grief “at the low state of morals in
“ Gnmshy ;" and we rather wonder that they
did not fine him for his impndence,

When Sir Wilfrid Lawson gets npon his
legs in the House of Commons and states
facts like these, no wonder that he ia
listened to and  secures  votes for  hia
bills.  Prohibitionists in this country use
the mnine digits and the ecipher with
prodigions effect, but in England the statistics
of swipes are still more harrowing, It is upon
the authority of the Government that we are
informed that in 1874 no fewer than 285,750
Britona were proceeded against for being
drunk and disorderly, or drunk and not disor-
derly, an increase of 131,870 since 1870,
This being the number of drunkards prose-
cuted, there must be added to it those who
escped arrest.  Mr. Granville, one of the Sec-
retavies of the Church of England Society in
the Diocese of Darham, siys: “ Reckoning
“the licenses of victualing and refresh-
“ment houses to have reached this year
“about 175,000, and that for each house we
“ have not leas than four habitnal drunkarnds, we
“arvive at an ageregate for  Eogland of
“habitual  deankards  of  T00,000."  The
Allianee News says: It ia a melancholy
“but undeniablo fact, that notwithstanding
“oyvaat agencies of improvement, intemperance,
“erime, pauperism, insanity, and brutality are
“ more rampant than ever ; and, if we except
“panperism, these evils have more thun
“donbled daring the last 40 years”
These are mnot like the loose state-
ments of  temperance  orators, who tell
yvou of a million of vietims killed
annually by drinking, They are the carefully
prepared conelusions of public oflicers, sustuined
by the reports of jailers and courts and paus
per commigsioners; and even if there is a
little exaggeration or inaccuracy, the case is
still an extremely bad one.

In this country pubtic drunkenness has been
kept under by eonstant and enthusiastie agi-
tation against it, and thongh it has by no
weans been  erdicated it has been  made
thoronghly disreputable, while the number of
those whoe entirely abstain from the use of in-
toxieating deinks has been  wonderfully en-
haneed,  The same result will undonbtedly be
reached in time in Epgland, and this is about
what the temperance reformation will etfect in
cither eonntiy. The philanthropists who Lave
this work in band need not expect that douk
selling and drink sbhuse will entirely disappear,
They ought to be contented if they sneceed in
placing sobrigty smong the practically respected
virtues of socivty., Perhaps (o secure this they
must work for wech more, accomplishing the
practicable by aiming at the impracticable.
At any rate this las been their fortune in the
past, if it is not to be in the future, They
have failed, but in every fuilure there has
been a victory,

We hava received a genial dispateh from the IMon.
samuel 8. Cox assnring us that he did not tamper
with the Associated Press roport of his recent witty

prech agatnsl Mr, Blaine, but earefully omitting to
explain jost what he did with the report in
The Congrewiomal Record.  In fact the dispatch
i almost s ingenionsly  constructed in
that regard a3 was Mr. Cox's letter in The Cinvinnati
Enquirer protesting ugainst the attacks on the Olio
solt-money platform, orbis letter to the Editor of
Tun Trisuse, protesting against being suspectad of |
having any sympathy with that soft-money plat-
forn.  We have also received the following:

I's the Editor of The Tribune.

st Tue Tutpese's inference thut the Mon, 8. 8. Cox
tammpeted with onr roport of Lis spccel in repiy o Jr.
Ulsine, s errunvons, and it is unjast both o e fermer
anil o one of ot wust Gl thiul reporters.  Mr. Blalue's
peinarks wiss evibently misapprebonded.  He referesl 1o
tuo reportt in 1he Congresslowal Kecord.  Mr, Cox dlid tos
Fevisg our feport ; Bor 18 any speakor ever pormiited to
do s, Very respectfully, J. W, SiNoNTON,

New-York, Jus. 14, 1578, Geperal Agent.

Mr. Siwonton is mistaken, We have hud positive
knowledge of at least one interpolation in in Asso-
ciated Press report, made by Mr, Cox himsell. Dus
it wasa good while ago; and we gladly aceopt Mr,
Stiouton’s assuiance that he perwits sothing of
the sort now. It is a point on which he
canmot e too eantioas, aud oo which he will fud
the average Congressman, (whose witis always more
spontaneons when the debato is over and he bas
pleuty of the to think it out) ancommonly per-
ststent and ingenious. The fact in the prescut case
secins to be that My, Bleine eliurged Mr, Cox with
muking one speech in the House und anothor
m the eficiel report,—not the Associated Pross
report, 8 we erconeously  understood.  We
liave  been  ready, for  some  tune, to
print Mr. Cox's explanation of his havd-money
lettor to us and simultaneous mf:-:.:nn-:y lvtter
West, We shall next be glad to print his explans.
tion of wliat e dud to this specel of his in the oificial
report. Weobserve that The Evening Fost correspond-
vt deseribes Mr, FIils transgoessions in the saue
particilur as komething extowordinnry.  There is no
wore disgnsting pleve of dishotesty about Wishing-
ton than tits wmpering with the record of debaie,
W hat we want in 4 report is what the speakor saud,
uot whit, suno hours or even days ditervand, Le

wishes b lund said,

£ LPERSONAL
Col. Mapleson, Dircetor of Her Malesty's
Opora, Lomion, arrived yesterday in this city.
The health of the Rev, John W, Olmstead, D,
., of ke Mogton Watehman ia so tar Smpalied toot be e

| obiteed to spend thae Winter ot the soats,

Mr, Gladstone is said to be coutemplating
apeiiding o larger portion of every year tu e eountry
Lereafter, and for that redson Boas resigued bW o boes
ship ot the Before Vicl,

Victor Hugo is soon to publish two new
works—i volijoe of verse ogtithieg * Les Juates Goleves,”
which ta @ vontingation of * L Awnde Ferrble,” sl s
pruss Work calied Lo Led d' Blve tiriuddere”

A number of personad friends of the late
Gen. Fraucis 1 Blale bave ondered of J. Wilson Melon-
alid of this ety o colossul hrotize bitst of Liu, whiel will
be placed in one of Ui publie parks o 3. LG,

Mr, William Cullen Bryant and Gen, Jumes
Graut Wilson ol this eity are ou the Amor.cal Lotialitee
Mr. WintLrop for recetving sub-
'R 130 CU U TR Y Toe Lot
3 FoU

Proec o Clarke has been
pastor of the Charch of L weiples hit Bostou fet o3
Yoars, lapsiay evening tio  uietib L
et g autesd e trostees with o Bue poiten! of Lo
pratmior, ta b b by el i Prov el st Iwe qust
Was sbuut F1000,

Spinoza 18 to have a statue at Ansterdam,

b was born o 1681, aud disd an 1677, Perd wid
shand o pumber of Gormoan plliosophers have
[T AL b i ustid W0
org 3 alud to sl ex bl e 8
the Ruuwn ol PlLGLs s Wolks,

The Roman ecortespondent of The London
Dably News wlogrnplis under dale of Dee. 31 Ao aw
compliabiod Itallun Ltterntour writes to e frowm Spoels i
+ Benowed luguiry confiuces me that the regeut story re-
gardinig sheliey s desil s b pure abrication. 1 onusiited
The nepuew vf the paster of cun Vorvtigo, to whota Lo
p;.-m.m-n[ confosstouy werd wasde, as well as oiher
rlests, und theie ansiwers counticun the belief of all san

vrengo thet Shelley's deaths wus caused iu thie BiLLeE
bithorto deseribad.* ™

Prof. W. D. Whitney of Yala College has
written a lotter to The London Avadersy in reply o Lo
statements of Prof. Maz Milller ju lis Last \a-l::me ul
o Cliipm." dosing Prof. Whithey sa/81 “1 will take
tho th'iu-rzyu'utt mafn‘ thst 1 wus ready to subait Mr.
Milllor's twonty poiuis, '|-llm-u;:1l boiea of contention
Belweon us,” Lo e Julgmient of lis personal bocuas, ju-
steadt of uuiie, i b cau find throe whn ave willing (o ke
thew tuto comaliderativu; 1 should ouly 1 st Lakal B
poct to e alluwod o prescot & bried in couri.

Washington ladics evidenily do not ullow the
nard tiwes to tuterfero with their denire tor dross, for
The Star aays of them : * It ls universally the sulyect ot
pensark that tho dressiug this season is more maguiliceud

than has ovor been the vase before in Wasbingion. e
dllu |:luu-.a stwuoeas sy bo cited of Lullots biretolore soel




